
Fourth International Women's Seminar – 15-19 July 2017 
 
9. 15 – 12. 15 Saturday morning :  
Introductions (3 minutes to introduce your pair),  
practical organisation, - Maral 
introduction to the seminar - Penny 
 
14.15 – 18.15 Saturday afternoon :  
presentation of geopolitical chaos text – Nadia 
 
Women facing far right, religious fundamentalism and authoritarian state 
Mafer – Mexico 
Mimosa France 
Mira Lebanon  
Nurcan Turkey 
 
meeting with Peter of the LGBTIQ team for those who wish 
 
Sunday morning: 
Women and the economy –  
Susan GB – women in the economy, austerity and effects on women (GB and USA) 
Paloma Brazil - Economy and production of living 
Patricia Portugal – women and precarity (urban poor) 
 
Sunday afternoon 
Migration – effects on women lives, and solidarity work 
Josie – Mexico 
Rizalina – Philippines 
Astrid – Denmark? 
 
Monday morning and afternoon 
Presentation of text on resistances- Heather 
 
New rise of the women’s movement – new themes and problematics 
Gabriela – Argentina 
Keka – Brazil 
Marie – Italy 
 
Tuesday morning 
Women and ecology – 
Marijke –  ecology resolution  
Jennevie Philippines – indigenous women, land rights  
Loreley Argentina – rethinking ecosocialism, native women in the women's movement 
Lorena Spanish state – new ecofeminist paradigms Andalcuia 
 
Tuesday afternoon 
Presentation of Role and Tasks resolution : Penny 
 
Feminising our organisations 
Laia Spanish state – the Podemos/Anticapitalistas experience 
Mira Lebanon – the Socialist Forum of Lebanon 
 
Wednesday morning 
• Outcome of the seminar – written amendments, contributions etc (we should of course be thinking about this all the way 
through...)  
• Balance sheet of the seminar, proposals for next time 

 
 
 
 



Readings organised by item in the programme 
 
1. Presentation of the text Capitalist globalization, imperialisms, geopolitical chaos and 
their implications (http://www.internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article4935) 
Chapters 
Introduction 
I. A new imperialist galaxy 
II. Chronic geopolitical instability 
III. Globalization and crisis of governability 
IV. The new (proto) imperialisms 
V. New far right forces, new fascisms 
VI. Authoritarian regimes, demand for democracy and solidarity 
VII. Capitalist expansion and climate crisis 
VIII A world of permanent wars  
IX. The limits of the superpower 
X. Internationalism against campism 
XI. Humanitarian crisis 
XII. A worldwide social war 
 
 
2. Women facing far right, religious fundamentalism and authoritarian state 
From : Capitalist globalization, imperialisms, geopolitical chaos and their implications 
V. New far right forces, new fascisms 
One of the first consequences of the phenomenal destabilizing power of capitalist globalization is the 
equally spectacular rise of new far right forces and new fascisms with a (potential) mass base. Some take 
relatively traditional forms (neonazis), such as Golden Dawn in Greece, the German NDP, the Jobbik in 
Hungary. Others are based on new xenophobic currents and those based on a return to national identity. 
Their growth is particularly pronounced in some European countries (not the case in Spain or Portugal), 
including the Dutch PVV, the French National Front, the Italian Northern League, the Austrian FPÖ, the 
“True Finns”, the British UKIP ... They benefit from the triple social, institutional and identity crisis. 
Their economic programme varies, but they have in common a violently anti-immigrant discourse and 
islamophobic racism. Thus, in the Netherlands, Geert Wilders goes so far as to demand the closure of all 
the mosques! 
 
Other far right currents emerge in the form of religious fundamentalism, and this is the case in all the 
“great” religions (Christian, Buddhist, Hindu, Muslim...), or of “national religious” fundamentalism (the 
Zionist far right)... These currents represent today a considerable threat in countries like India, Sri Lanka 
and Israel. 
 
They have been able to influence the policy of governments as important as that of the United States 
(under Bush, or today under Tump). In France, the presidential candidate of the governmental right, 
François Fillon, is supported by the most reactionary Catholic sectors. Christian radical evangelicalism is 
wreaking havoc in Latin America and Africa. So the Muslim world has no monopoly in this domain; but 
there it has taken a particular international dimension, with “cross-border” movements like the Islamic 
State or the Taliban (see the situation in Pakistan), and networks connecting up more or less formally, 
from Morocco to Indonesia and in the south of the Philippines. 
 
In general, we have to further analyse the new far right movements, whether they are religious or not: 
they are not mere replicas of the past, they are expressions of today. This is particularly true for religious 
fundamentalist currents. It is important to define them politically in order to understand the role they play 
(remember that not so long ago, a significant part of the international radical left saw in fundamentalism 
Islam an expression of an “objectively” progressive, although ideologically reactionary, anti-
imperialism). This is also necessary to combat “essentialist” interpretations of the “clash of civilizations”. 
 



These movements are far-right and counter-revolutionary currents. They have contributed to bringing to a 
halt the dynamic of the popular revolutions born of the “Arab Spring”. They do not have a monopoly of 
extreme violence (see the Assad regime!) nor of “barbarism” (the imperialist order is “barbaric”). But 
they exercise over society a control and a terror that comes “from below”, which in many cases recalls the 
fascisms of the inter-war period, before they came to power. 
 
Like all political terms, that of fascism is often overused or interpreted in various ways. However, our 
own organizations are discussing this question – how fundamentalist and far-right nationalist movements 
are evolving, which of them can be defined as fascist or not – for example in countries like Pakistan (the 
Taliban movement) and India (RSS), in addition to Islamic State. “Theofascism” could be a generic term 
used for this type of current, including all religions. 
 
Whatever the most appropriate adjectives to describe the new extreme right movements, their growing 
power poses to our generation of activists political problems with which we had not been confronted in 
the previous period – that of large-scale “antifascist” resistance. We have to work on this and to do so we 
need to pool national and regional analyses and experiences. 
 
More generally, the renewal of the radical right strengthens a dangerous reactionary thrust that aims to 
put into question in particular the fundamental rights of women and LGBT+ people, often relying on the 
institutional churches concerning abortion (in Spain, where a reactionary proposed law abolishing the 
right to abortion was defeated, in Italy., Poland, Nicaragua..), family law (advocating a return to a very 
conservative view of the role of women...), and even triggering real witch hunts against homosexuals 
(Iran, African countries where evangelical currents are powerful...) or transexuals. Reaction is thus 
frontally attacking the right to self-determination of women and of individuals (recognition of the 
diversity of sexual orientation), rights that were won after long struggles. 
 
VI. Authoritarian regimes, demand for democracy and solidarity 
This rise of the reactionary right is encouraged by the ideology of national security advocated today by 
bourgeois governments in the name of the fight against terrorism and “illegal” immigration. In return, 
these governments use the fears thus generated to strengthen the law-and-order state, to establish regimes 
where police have more and more power and to get authoritarian measures accepted: entire populations 
are now treated as “suspicious”, subject to surveillance. 
 
Even in countries of old bourgeois democratic tradition, we are witnessing a real change of regime. Laws 
amounting to civil war are adopted under the guise of counter-terrorism. Mass surveillance systems are 
being deployed. The army has police powers (France) or the police forces are militarized. Exceptional 
measures are introduced into current law. The executive extends its authority at the expense of the 
judiciary ... 
 
The progressive generalization of states of emergency contributes to the denial of humanity for whole 
social groups: minorities, migrants, etc. The systematic use of the “crime” of blasphemy, lese-majeste, 
attacks on national  identity or security contributes to this. The insidious return of the policy of 
dehumanization (which nourished the genocides of yesterday) is not only a sign of reactionary, but 
counter-revolutionary, tendencies. 
 
Capitalist globalization has provoked the crisis of so-called democratic institutions (where they existed) 
and of bourgeois parliamentarism. Faced with this loss of legitimacy, the dominant trend is towards the 
establishment – sudden or creeping – of authoritarian regimes not subject to popular sovereignty 
(exceptions confirming the rule, former military dictatorships can still have to give up or share part of 
their power, as in Burma).. The right to choose is simply denied to peoples in the name of treaties and 
regulations endorsed by their governments.  
 
The democratic imperative – “real democracy now!”- thus acquires a more subversive dimension that is 
more immediate than was often the case in the past, making it possible to give it an alternative, popular 



content. Similarly, the universality of neoliberal policies and the accompanying commoditisation of 
“common goods” make possible the convergence of forms of social resistance, as seen in the global 
justice movement. The consequences of climate change, which are already being felt, also offer a new 
field of potentially anti-capitalist convergences. 
 
However, the lasting effects of the defeats of the workers’ movement and of neoliberal ideological 
hegemony, the loss of credibility of the socialist alternative, counteract these positive trends. It is difficult 
to situate within a longer-term perspective the – sometimes considerable – success of protest movements. 
The acuteness of oppression can, in this context, strengthen “closed”, identity-based resistance, where an 
oppressed community remains indifferent to the fate reserved to other oppressed people (as in the case of 
“homo-nationalism”). The religious character taken by many conflicts also contributes to the division of 
the exploited and oppressed. 
 
The neo-liberal order can only be imposed if it succeeds in destroying the old solidarities and stifling the 
emergence of new solidarities. As necessary as these are, we cannot consider that solidarity will develop 
“naturally” in response to the crisis, nor internationalism faced with globalized capital. A concerted and 
systematic effort must be made in this domain 
 
From : Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
5 / Place of democratic and social justice movements 
Starting out from the Indignad@s movement, de movement of Public Squares in major cities in the 
Arab regions, the Occupy movement, since 2011 a long wave of democratic struggles emerged in 
Africa, in Europe and in Asia, in Mexico, with a strong youth influence and linking democratic and 
social issues. The wave of revolutions in the Arab region, in the Maghreb and the Middle East, had 
its source in democratic and social justice issues. The Indignad@s and Occupy movements in the 
USA and in Europe had the same roots. Recent years have seen many movements in Sub-Saharan 
Africa to impose democratic consultations (Nigeria, Senegal, Burkina Faso). In South Korea, 
President Park was brought down in March 2017 following a long democratic mobilization against 
corruption. Questions of dictatorships and presidents for life, postponements of elections, and 
corrupt regimes have been powerful motor forces for mobilization in recent years.  
 
 
3. Women and the economy –  
From : Capitalist globalization, imperialisms, geopolitical chaos and their implications 
XII. A globalized class war 
Globalized capitalism leads a globalized class war. 
 
It is difficult to foresee the medium-term development of the international situation, particularly in 
economic terms. A new financial crisis threatens, without us knowing what the detonator and the 
implications would be. Will computer-related technological innovations have or not a significant effect on 
labour productivity? Are we in a period of long stagnation? Are significant sectors of the bourgeoisie able 
to choose a new protectionism? Does global warming contribute to imposing absolute limits on 
capitalism? Is the main reason for the capitalist crisis the decline in the rate of profit (as in the case of 
“classical” crises), or should other factors be fully taken into account (the mode of governance of 
globalization, impact of the ecological crisis ...)? 
 
At the moment, however, there is no lack of certainties. The precarity of employment and the general 
living conditions, the destruction of the social fabric, will continue in most countries. Oppressions will be 
accentuated if interlocking solidarities do not oppose them with sufficient force. The ravages of the 
ecological crisis will spread. Geopolitical instability will be further aggravated by the growing tension in 
East Asia. Conflicts in the control of resources, markets and channels of communication will multiply. 
 
The first consequence of the election of Donald Trump is to accentuate all these tendencies. Worse, we 
are in the process of passing new thresholds of dangerousness. The acceleration of the arms race 



(construction of aircraft carriers, etc.) is one of the most glaring symptoms. This latter has again acquired 
a nuclear dimension. Countries such as the United States and France seek to make politically possible the 
“tactical” use of this weapon of mass destruction - now, in the face of the acute crisis of the Korean crisis 
and the deployment of a US base in the South of Thaad intercept missiles, China is considering 
strengthening its arsenal and deploying its strategic submarines in the oceans. The construction of walls 
and the closure of borders are becoming widespread, with all the implications of demonization and 
maltreatment of “foreigners”; But demagogy against immigrants can not hide the violence of attacks on 
the working population as a whole. The historical alternative “socialism or barbarism” now takes on its 
full meaning. 
 
By their very violence, reactionary attack can provoke massive democratic mobilizations, as in the United 
States with the election of Trump or in Argentina against the extreme violence inflicted on women, even 
on the international level. Thus, 8 March 8, 2017 acquired an unusual spectacular scope. These attacks 
can, however, also inflict severe defeats on combative, labour and peasant social movements, as in 
Pakistan. The analysis of the dynamics of popular resistance is the subject of the second text presented for 
discussion at the next World Congress. And the conditions of construction of militant parties that of the 
third. 
 
From : Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
2 / Evolution of worldwide rate of exploitation. 
The economic changes of recent years have also produced various consequences. Not only have 
wages stagnated in the old industrialized countries, recent years have seen an increase in 
productivity at the expense of wages, accentuating the trend seen since the 1980s of payroll losses 
for the benefit of capital. In the same vein, more precarious contracts and moves to introduce new, 
more restrictive labour laws have been a key element in these productivity gains in the old 
industrialized countries (zero-hour contracts in Britain, the Italy Jobs Act, mini-jobs in Germany....). 
Despite the sudden brake on production in 2008, in most new production areas workers have won 
real wage increases, especially in China. Although these have been economic strikes, carried out 
workplace-by-workplace or company-by-company, they have had tangible effects.  
 
So, elements of social tension in the labour market persist in both the “emerging” countries and in 
old economies, either through the increased pressure of unemployment or by a gradual 
deterioration of employment conditions and social protection systems. Almost half of the workers 
in the world live outside wage labour, in extreme precarity. And the trend is the spread of 
precarious contracts and legislation minimizing legal protection against layoffs. These 
developments increase the flexibility and ability of capitalists to alter maximum working hours and 
number of employees according to daily needs. This goes along with a logistical organization of 
chains of production and distribution that reduces costs as much as possible by resorting to myriad 
subcontractors. Many new treaties allow big corporations to escape national laws: TTIP, TISA, etc.… 
Within the European Union, every month, new laws are superseding old national laws. De facto, at 
the international level there are now two levels of power: state power and corporate power and the 
second one is stronger and stronger in terms of trade organization and workforce contracts. 
 
The debt crisis over the past decade has shifted from the South to the advanced capitalist countries: 
household debt crises in many countries (USA, India,), sovereign debt crisis in Europe. These crises 
accelerate social attacks, precariousness and situations of social misery, they also sharpen the 
requirements for auditing, the control of populations to block these policies. 
 
All these changes weaken the capacity for lasting collective organization and structuring collective 
resistance within companies. At the same time, they stimulate the need to fight back and the 
dynamics of self-organization. This also calls for the development of local social organizations able 
to regroup isolated or temporary workers above and beyond the workplace level. 
 
 



4. Migration – effects on women lives, and solidarity work 
From : Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
4 / What are the consequences of the significant increase in migration? 
There are significant population displacements in several regions of the world: 250 million international 
migrants, 750 million internal migrants (displaced persons...). These movements are often due to 
structural economic changes with significant regional disparities: thus South Africa and Angola attract 
migrants from neighbouring countries, as do Argentina and Venezuela in Latin America, Australia and 
Japan in East and Southeast Asia. The Gulf States attract large numbers of migrants from the Horn of 
Africa, Turkey, the Indian subcontinent and the Philippines. In the latter country, nearly 20% of the 
working population live and work abroad, 50% in the Middle East, mostly women. Two-thirds of 
international migration is between countries of a comparable level of development of and a third turn to 
the USA (Mexico) and Europe, mostly from its former colonial empires. But added to these phenomena 
are also permanent displacements due to wars, in particular from Syria, Iraq, Eritrea and Afghanistan, and 
now climate change. 
 
This acceleration of migration is obviously an important political question and an ongoing social 
phenomenon. The industrialized countries are perfectly capable of welcoming migrants who wish to go 
there, but the latter have become the target of xenophobic campaigns in many countries including the US, 
Australia, Europe and South Africa. The dual challenge to the labour movement is to fight this 
xenophobia while helping the welcoming and organization of these migrant workers who are 
strengthening the working class in many old countries. Some Gulf countries and even Israel resort to 
immigrants reduced to a situation of semi-slavery on a mass scale to develop industrial activity. 
 
 
5. Presentation of text: Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
See: http://www.internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article4934 
I. Some analytical elements 
1 / What is the evolution of the situation of the working class and the exploited worldwide? 
2 / Evolution of worldwide rate of exploitation. 
3 / Concerted attack on peasant populations 
4 / What are the consequences of the significant increase in migration? 
5 / Impact of the environmental crisis 
II / Resistance on different fronts 
1 / The uneven development of the labour movement 
2 / Self-organization and cooperatives 
3 / Debt struggles 
4 / Peasant struggles: 
5 / Place of democratic and social justice movements 
6 / Place of youth without jobs in society 
7 / Women's rights and mass mobilizations against violence, rape and feminicide, for the right to abortion 
8 / LGBT+ struggles 
9 / Organizations against racism and in defence of migrants 
10 / The growing movement against global warming 
III / Questions of political change, struggles and anti-capitalist strategy 
 
 
6. New rise of the women’s movement – new themes and problematics 
From : Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
7 / Women's rights and mass mobilizations against violence, rape and feminicide, for the right to 
abortion 
Another important factor of social mobilization in recent months has been the response to violence 
against women, in the first place feminicide in India, Turkey, Argentina, Chile, Uruguay and Mexico. 
Since the huge demonstrations in India in December 2012, many other mobilizations have occurred in 
other cities: Madrid, 500,000 women 7 November 2015 against the proliferation of violence and 



assassinations; in Argentina, hundreds of thousands of women rallied in 2015 after several murders that 
marked the country. In Mexico, the increase in murders and disappearances of women to a previously 
unknown level has also provoked strong protests in the states also marked by drug trafficking. These 
mobilizations also refer to the high level of violence experienced by several countries – violence which 
affects women in first place – and also impact social reality: most Central American countries, including 
Mexico and Brazil, almost all countries in sub-Saharan Africa and South Africa are at the highest level 
for non-war killings. 
 
The election of Donald Trump sparked off an international wave of demonstrations on 21 January 2017 
called by the women’s movement, not only in several US cities, but also in several cities in the world. In 
this dynamic, the 2017 IWD demonstrations saw a significant growth in mobilization leading to hopes for 
a new growth in the movement.  
 
The different reactionary governments that have come to power on the wave of liberal offensives are all 
attempting to challenge abortion rights won through struggles in earlier decades. These challenges have 
faced mass mobilizations to defend and extend this right, notably in the Spanish state in 2014 and in 
Poland in 2016.  
 
In general, on key issues of feminist struggles, the situation has been contradictory in recent years. With 
the current mass presence of women among wageworkers, the women's movement has developed many 
different forms and mobilizations in all regions of the world but faces a reactionary offensive in many 
countries, linked to the rise of neoconservative and fundamentalist currents. This offensive undermines 
fundamental rights, including the right to be financially and socially independent from men (fathers, 
brothers, husbands) to choose what to wear and to control their fertility – including access to free, safe 
and legal abortion.  
 
 
7. Women and Ecology 
From: The capitalist destruction of the environment and the ecosocialist alternative 
See chapter 3 https://4edu.info/images/c/ca/Chapter_3-Eng.pdf 
3.3. Women struggles and ecosocialism 
3.3.1. Indigenous peoples, peasants and youth are at the forefront of environmental struggles, and women 
play a leading role in these three sectors. This situation is the product of their specific oppression, not 
their biological sex. Patriarchy imposes on women social functions directly linked to "caring" and place 
them at the forefront of environmental challenges. Because they produce 80% of food production in the 
countries of the South, women are directly confronted with the ravages of climate change and 
agribusiness. Because they take on most of the child-rearing and home maintenance tasks, women are 
directly confronted with the effects of environmental destruction and poisoning on health and education.  
 
3.3.2. On the ideological level, women's movements remember the experiences of instrumentalization of 
women's bodies in the name of science (forced sterilization campaigns, etc.), which favors a critical view 
of pseudo-scientific mechanistic rationality as an instrument of domination and manipulation.  
 
3.3.3. Women also have a special, valuable and irreplaceable contribution to the development of a global 
anti-capitalist consciousness which favors the integration of struggles. By fighting against the patriarchal 
appropriation of their bodies as well as their natural reproductive capacity, and against the exploitation of 
the free domestic work which they carry out to a large extent, women stimulate the understanding that 
capitalism relies not only on the appropriation of nature and the exploitation of the labor force by wage 
labor but also on the patriarchal invisibilization of the labor of care and reproduction of the labor force. 
These three pillars of capitalism have, in the last instance, a common denominator which is the 
appropriation of natural resources, of which human workforce is a part. Women's struggles (i) for the 
right to control their bodies, sexuality and reproductive capacities, (ii) against sexist discrimination in the 
wage labor market and in production in general, and (iii) for social recognition and the sharing of 



domestic work are thus an integral part of the ecosocialist struggle. They deepen it and widen its 
horizons. 
 
From : Capitalist globalization, imperialisms, geopolitical chaos and their implications 
VII. Capitalist expansion and climate crisis 
The reintegration of the Sino-Soviet “bloc” into the world market has led to a huge expansion of the 
geographical area in which capital dominates, which is the foundation for the optimism of the imperialist 
bourgeoisies. It is also the foundation for a dramatic acceleration of the global ecological crisis, on 
multiple terrains. We have arrived at a point where the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions must begin 
without any further delay in the major emitting countries of the South and not just of the North.  
  
In this context, the settlement of the “ecological debt” to the South must not favour world capitalist 
development and benefit either the Japanese-Western transnational corporations implanted in the South or 
the transnational corporations of the South (such as Brazilian agribusiness, etc.), which would only 
generate ever more social and environmental crises.  
  
There is certainly always the need for “North-South solidarity “, for example in defence of the victims of 
climate chaos. However, more than ever, it is a common “anti-systemic” struggle that is on the agenda in 
“North-South” relations from the point of view of the working classes: that is to say a common fight for 
an anti-capitalist alternative, another conception of development in the “North” as in the “South” (the 
quotation marks are there to remind us that the heterogeneity of the “North” and the “South” is now such 
that these concepts can be misleading).  
 
The starting point is the socio-environmental struggle to “change the system, not the climate”; its base is 
composed of social movements and not just specific coalitions on the climate. We must therefore work on 
the articulation between the two. If we do not “ecologise” the social struggle (following the example of 
what can already be done in peasant and urban struggles), the numerical expansion of “climate” 
mobilizations will remain on the surface of things.  
  
The organization of the victims of climate chaos, their defence and help with their self-organization, are 
fully part of the basis of the ecological struggle. 
 
The consequences of a global fossil fuel based energy system are today clear. As a result of the rising 
global temperature the ice caps are shrinking, sea levels are rising, water tables dry up, deserts extend, 
fresh water becomes rarer, agriculture is under threat and extreme weather events are becoming more 
frequent. The effects of super-typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines surpassed in scale what we had already 
been warned about. The future that is announced is already part of the present. This has destabilizing 
consequences that extend far beyond the regions that are directly affected and gives rise to a chain 
sequence of tensions (see the tensions between Bangladesh and India on the issue of migrant refugees, or 
inter-state conflicts for the control of water reserves). 
 
Scientists agree that a global surface temperature rise of 2°C over preindustrial levels would trigger 
climate feedbacks, which, once started, will be impossible to stop. With this in mind there are a number 
of major issues that remain entirely unresolved. 
 
Melting ice sheets and glaciers threaten a catastrophic rise in the sea level threatening coastal cities 
around the globe as well as island communities and low lying countries and regions (Bangladesh).  
The vast Western Antarctic ice cap is showing signs of instability, if it melts this could raise the sea level 
by 7m. 
 
As the earth’s temperature rises we can expect a devastating impact on fresh water resources with 
increasing droughts and heat waves. The glaciers are retreating at an unprecedented rat and the aquifers 
are drying up. The rivers are losing their capacity. More than 50 percent of the world’s freshwater comes 
from mountain runoff and snowmelt. Wars over water resources will become far more prevalent. 



 

The problem of how to feed the rising global population of the planet without increasing resorting to 
factory farming (agribusiness) and the ever increasing use of pesticides and herbicides and GM food that 
destroys the biosphere. The key issue is food sovereignty that gives people the rights and means to define 
their own food systems. It would give control to those who produce, distribute and consume food rather 
than the corporations and market institutions that dominate the global food system. It would mean an end 
to land grabs and would require extensive land redistribution to put the land in the hands of those who 
produce the food. 
 
Possibly the biggest single most damaging aspect of the environmental crisis is the impact it is having on 
biodiversity – what is called ‘the sixth extinction’. An increase in global average temperature of around 
three degrees, for example, would means that 50% of all species – plants and animals – will be driven to 
extinction. A quarter of all mammal species are at risk. The acidification of the oceans that is taking place 
means that coral reefs are dying off, as are organisms that rely on calcification for their shell structure. 
Our own future as a species cannot be separated from this crisis of biodoversity. 
 

From : Social upheavals, fightbacks and alternatives 
Part I 
5 / Impact of the environmental crisis 
We are facing environmental disasters of unprecedented scale with anthropogenic climate change as their 
most dangerous feature.  
 
Desertification, salinification and floods are making large areas of the planet unsuitable for human 
habitation or growing food. Climate chaos is creating extreme weather events in which loss of life and 
destruction of dwellings and infrastructure have brought death, disease and further poverty to millions.  
 
In many parts of the world, the last decades have also seen population movements provoked by climate 
change and other facets of environmental catastrophe. These will become increasingly important, involving 
people who are among the poorest on the planet. One of the effects of capitalist projects (mega-dams for 
example) and devotion to even more extreme methods of fossil fuel extraction in many parts of the world 
has also taken the form of a new offensive against entire communities: in the Philippines, Canada, the 
Amazon, plans to transform entire regions are frontally attacking people who often belong to First Nations 
and other groups already facing discrimination. Fronts of popular self-organization and struggle against 
climate disasters and destructive projects are taking form in these areas. 
Part II 
4 / Peasant struggles: 
Many local struggles have rallied peasant and Indigenous movements in Africa, Latin America, Asia and 
Europe. The questions of land monopolies and of food sovereignty are at the heart of all these struggles. 
They have all been marked by transversality of struggles, anticapitalist, environmental, feminist, against 
discrimination and ethnic oppression, for migrant rights. The question of democracy, of sovereignty and 
the right to decide in the face of governments and multinationals is also at the heart of their demands. Via 
Campesina, which federates more than 160 organizations in 70 countries, has succeeded in over 20 years 
to bring together millions of peasant men and women, small producers. And in particular to put feminist, 
indigenous and environmental issues at the heart of its concerns.  
 
In Central America, in Latin America, the struggles for the rights of Indigenous communities and the 
right to the land play a part, and often face murderous repression, as in Brazil and Honduras. In Asia, in 
Africa – for example, in Mali – peasants mobilise against land monopolization.  
 
10 / The growing movement against global warming 
The rise of powerful movements against climate change in many countries can and must play a leading 
role in the coming years in challenging the overall system. These changes are harming and will harm the 
lives of hundreds of millions of women and men in the coming years. Indigenous peoples, populations 
living in the most precarious conditions are often the first affected, as they are affected by the policies of 



deforestations and large capitalist projects encroaching on their living areas. In many regions, the 
populations organize themselves and seek to build networks integrating other social organizations. 
 
This shows that the questions of unemployment, working conditions are intertwined in many regions with 
many other social issues of prime importance and perceived as such by the populations concerned. 
 
 
8. Presentation of Role and Tasks resolution :  
see http://www.internationalviewpoint.org/spip.php?article4933 
Introduction 
A reorientation in the 1990s 
In 2003 we reaffirmed:  
In 2010 our emphasis had largely shifted from stressing the possible relations with already existing left 
organisations of different types to rebuilding the left: 
Different paths to the same objective, breaks and bifurcations 
The balance sheets of our experiences since the beginning of the 1990s 
Lessons from the balance sheets 
The importance of the Fourth International 
Towards a new International? 
 
 
9. Feminising our organisations 
From: Towards a text on “role and tasks” 
Lessons from the balance sheets 
They have turned around the need to wage political battles within the political forces we are building on: 
• participation in the social movements and struggles of the oppressed and exploited, not as a political 
elite  intervening from the outside but as an organic part of those movements and struggles in developing 
political analyses and demands, continuing the fight for those demands to the end. In this process we also 
learn from these movement to deepen and enrich our own programme–as we have on feminism, ecology, 
LGBTIQ questions; 
• the necessity for democratic and transparent functioning with broad democracy including tendency 
rights, against verticalist functioning, based on the rank and file membership's participation in the activity 
and decision-making of the party, with the necessary organizational structures to ensure this; 
understanding the oppression that continues to exist even within parties that are against all forms of 
women's and other specific oppression and developing structures, functioning and procedures 
appropriately;  
• the importance of addressing the “new” questions thrown up in the struggles and fightbacks of the 
oppressed and exploited (notably feminism, ecology, LGBTQI, and others); 
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