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Racism, capitalism and socialism
Introduction
Thank you, comrades.

Fighting racism is now on the agenda of every capitalist country in the world. This includes both developed imperialist states and underdeveloped countries where the ruling class is nonwhite like in Africa.

What is racism and how is it related to capitalism? Can oppressed peoples be racist? Is there a difference between racism and prejudice?

 Can racism be defeated and fundamentally changed so long as the capitalist economic system exists? 

Should the left support the demand to Defund and Abolish the police?

How are reforms won? Is a democratic antiracist struggle a transitional struggle to a radical anticapitalistic revolution?

How do socialists intervene in the massive worldwide battles against racism? 

Marxists like ourselves who seek to build political organization and parties advance our objectives in these upsurges do so?

These are some of the questions I will discuss in this presentation.

Black lives upsurge
Let’s begin with the current upsurge led by Blacks in the United States.

The Blacks Lives Movement is challenging racism and national oppression and the nature of capitalist rule

The upsurge began after Gorge Floyd was murdered by Minnesota cops on May 25. His death led to daily protests around the country.

In the past mainly Blacks took to the streets and demanded justice. Instead whites and other ethnic groups joined the movement and carried signs that said, “Black Lives Matter.” 

The central demand: arrest and prosecute the killer cops. The movement quickly added the demands to Defund and Abolish the police.
In the past, the focus was “No Justice, No Peace” for the victim. The most radical demand would be to set up Independent Review Board and Community Control of the police.

Now the left-wing of the movement has won most street activists to   the demand for defunding and radical restricting of police departments. A strong minority supports abolishment. 

The movement has put pressure on the ruling class—both hard right conservatives and establishment liberals in the two ruling parties—Democrats and Republicans—to reject these more demands.  The Democrats presidential ticket of Joe Biden and Kamala Harris (the first woman of color on a ticket) to oppose defunding and dismantling of the police. Harris was a former California State prosecutor and strongly supported adding more cops.

Power of protests
The protests occur in all 50 states and over 20000 cities in rural and urban areas. The ruling class is both angry and nervous.

The Trump White House and Republicans have taken a hard-right course. Trump calls the Back Lives Matter as “anarchist,” “terrorists” and enemies of the “American Way of Life.”

The Democrats especially Black Elected Officials take the side of the protesters do not support the most radical demands against the police.  The reforms these forces seek are modest and will have little impact on policing.  

For example, the demand to ban the chokehold and pining a suspect with a cop’s knee on the victims neck as occurred to Floyd. But. even this technique can still be used if a cop said it would save his life.

Are there a few bad cops and the rest goo cops? No. It’s a myth. The vast majority of police are enablers of bad cops. Enablers are thus bad cops. They protect bd cops and reject real reforms.

The trap of liberal reforms
Thus, a trap for the left wing, including revolutionary socialists like ourselves, is to accept weakened reforms that cannot bring real justice for victims of police violence. 
The socialist left supports defund and abolish. It is what is needed to protect Black and Brown oppressed communities. 

The police force was created that as slave patrols in the slaveholding   states and plantations and properties North and South.  Th police as an institution never changed in its view of Black people.  Descendants of slaves are seen as possible criminals and as less than human as compared to even working class and poor   whites. It is an institutional form of racism.

The solution is dismantlement and then build a new institution for Public safety. Public Safety Committees controlled by the community is what modern policing should be.

Can it happen? Not under capitalism since police are set up to protect the property of the wealthy. When wirers go on strike, the cops are the employers strike breakers.

When oppressed people of color stand up, their role is to attack as we’ve seen in the BLM movement today.

The limited progress happens so long as the mass upsurge continues. But there will be setbacks and retreats as in all struggles for fundamental change.

How are capitalism and racism intertwined?  Without racism based on skin colors or castes the capitalist rulers could not stay in power. The ideology of capitalism is based on convincing the dominant ethnic group workers and farmers that they benefit by keeping the lower castes as decided by the rulers and working people of Black and Brown people in inferior status.

Capitalism as economic system pure and simple cannot keep control of the working class without what we call in the US as white supremacist ideology. 

Capitalism is in its essence is an economic system based on private ownership of the means of production and the ownership of all goods and service for profit.

Supporters of this economic system whether they are owners of wealth or not, believe that it is impossible to advance society without the enhance drive for greed. No change is possible with the drive for money. Society would never advance except with private ownership of the means of production and ownership of land.  

The size of the capitalist class in the US is quite small. The vast majority pf wealth is in the hands of fewer and few white men. In the current recession the owners of Big Tech have seen their wealth grow in billions of dollars.

The working class on the other hand are poorer and facing millions of jobs lost and disproportionately hits the Black and Brown populations.

While the capitalist 87481269 is tiny it has convinced the working class that economic system as corrupt as it is, is their hope for wealth and a good life. Although few believe it, workers did believe if not them, their children will make it.

When the oppressed and exploited revolt, the capitalist class uses the state (a body of armed men) to put down protests and rebellions. The issue becomes: can the leadership of the revolt gain the upper hand and carry out a successful revolution.

Yet the capitalist classes have kept control for the most part by its false ideology that we can all become capitalists.

Marx and Engels
The analysis of Marx and Engels of economics was based on a critique of modern capitalism in the 19th Century. Marx developed a pollical ideology of socialism and communism in response to his critique of the economic system of capitalism that brutalized and terrorized the peasantry and working class.  Both Marx and Engels, and other socialists, did not place racism or the oppression of the colonies as a central task to end capitalism. The assumption was the victory over capitalism would solve those issues. 

At the same time Marx and Engels believed in revolutionary action.
The Communist Manifesto was the action program during the 1848 German Revolution that was defeated.  It remains valid today. The Manifesto was written in 1847 at the request of the Communist League.

In a preface for the 1872 German edition, Marx and Engels wrote:

“The Communist League, an international association of workers, which could of course be only a secret one, under conditions obtaining at the time, commissioned us, the undersigned, at the Congress held in London in November 1847, to write for publication a detailed theoretical and practical program for the Party….The practical application of the principles will depend, as the Manifesto itself states, everywhere and at all times, on the historical conditions for the time being existing…”

In the 1883 preface written by Engels, after Marx’s death the same year.  he wrote:

“The basic thought running through the Manifesto – that economic production, and the structure of society of every historical epoch necessarily arising therefrom, constitute the foundation for the political and intellectual history of that epoch; that consequently (ever since the dissolution of the primaeval communal ownership of land) all history has been a history of class struggles, of struggles between exploited and exploiting, between dominated and dominating classes at various stages of social evolution; that this struggle, however, has now reached a stage where the exploited and oppressed class (the proletariat) can no longer emancipate itself from the class which exploits and oppresses it (the bourgeoisie), without at the same time forever freeing the whole of society from exploitation, oppression, class struggles – this basic thought belongs solely and exclusively to Marx.”

It is necessary to understand the development of the capitalist system in each country. All have unique features, but each is based on the economic system of capitalism and it ideology.

It is necessary as revolutionary socialist to advance a program of action that goes beyond the current struggles. It is how we recruit to the revolutionary communist movement as Marx and Engels sought to do in their day.

Policy of divide and rule
The capitalist class applies the policy of divide and rule worldwide. The key element of that policy is known as white supremacy ideology even if not openly stated.

The essence of this ideology that originated in the European capitalist powers. The Europeans began this in the 17th Century when the Dutch set up their colonial companies to spread across the world. The way to build capitalism was to dominate other people who did not look like them. 

The rise colonialism was key to wealth. The Europeans understood the colonies in Asia, Africa and the Americans were peoples of color. The ideology was crude but simple: tell your won white working cases and peasants that they had more in common with the white rulers (Kings and merchants) than these other civilizations.

When the first English colonist settlers came to the Americas in the early 1600s for the King and its private companies, they were told vast wealth was there.

When Spain, France, Portugal and the Dutch came to the Americas they accepted this same issue of capitalist domination and colonial rule. It whipped out the Indian native tribes (seen as savages) and then brought their white women from England   to permanently settle the land, and then brought African slaves to replace white indenture servants to work the plantations.

Slavery and capitalism
By the 17th century slavery as a mode of production should have been in decline. The accumulation of capital required a new mode of production based on trade, manufacturing and the exploitation of labor

In the US slavery was not a pure capitalist form of development. It was an essential way to accumulate capital and build American capitalism. It was seen as a “necessary evil” at best by white bankers and traders.   

Slavery was used to force Americans to work harder (use of torture) to increase production and wealth for the small number of actual capitalists.

It is important to understand that slavery was folk understood by the white men who launched the American Revolutionary War against the English king.   Abolition of slavery was already a demand of enlightened people I Europe.

The new settler rulers saw massive wealth in this form slave-based capitalism. It is why most founders owned slaves. Slaves were a valuable commodity to create wealth. 

The Declaration of Independence and the Constitution was written for the white settlers only. It was for white land-owning men. Its mention of slaves was a political concession to white slave holders. Their slaves were accounted as extra representation in government (3/5ths of a vote for slave holders).

The false consciousness of white supremacy was a way to convince whites wormers and poor to support the economic system that exploited them. 

Colonialism
Colonialism, the flip side of slavery, had the same impact on Europeans too.  

Abolitionists understood that the class struggle would not end the system of chattel slavery of African people on its own. The apartheid state of South Africa created in imperialist epoch proved it was possible to terrorize a population and build a parallel capitalist white society. Colonial rule was also the same. The Europeans saw wealth creation aboard and crumbs to its own white working classes as the way to keep power and accumulate wealth.

It took mass revolutionary struggles to end those theoretically outdated systems of silvery ad colonialism.

Why is this important? Because the socialist et, even Marxists, downplay the systemic racism of the capitalism. The failure was to focus on the economics of capitalism and downplay the ideology of white supremacy.

The US ruling class understood a minority group could only keep power only if an ideology called white supremacy was used. It is why their response to the new BLM movement is twofold: brute demonization victimization and suppression (Trump and his apparatus).

Liberals and right wingers agree that the economic system is gr and should be challenged.

Socialism 
The alternative to the capitalist economic system and its racist colonialist ideology of divide and rule first analyzed by Marx. explained by Marx.

Marx was not just a brilliant economist and gave a brilliant critique of the capitalist economic system. He was a political activist.

It’s not just that he wrote the Manifesto as European revolutions broke out in 1848. He participated in the revolution and later went in exile to England.

Marx explained that it was not enough to show why capitalism would be its own gravediggers. It needed leadership to bring revolutionary change.

Marx and Engels supported the creation of th First International.  Engels supported the creation of the Second International.

Both understood you needed revolutionary party and organizations to lead the struggle against the economic system.

In the United States the socialist movement began in the mid-1800s and Marxists, mainly from Germany, joined the Civil War against the slavocracy and Marx explained why Lincoln had to free the slaves to win the war for the Union.   

Socialists understood the power of a democratic revolution is a transition to socialism.
Why is this important despite the rile of Stalinism in the 29th Century? 

The main lesson of the early formation if capitalism is that a pure economic critique is not enough. The early socialist was they were white and accepted the use of slaves even if morally they opposed it. 
It took the Bolsheviks and Russian Revolution to understand the centrality of the national question to fighting capitalism and winning the working class to an antu capitalist revolution.

It was at the Second Congress of the Comintern where there were several delegates of color. Later that same year, 1920, the 
“Congress of the Peoples of the East” took place in Baku, Azerbaijan. The congress was attended by nearly 1,900 delegates from across Asia and Europe and marked a commitment by the Comintern to support revolutionary nationalist movements in the colonial "East.”.
Lenin and the Russian leaders understood that the anticolonial revulsion was essential to end national oppression and colonialism and move from democratic evolutions to creation of revolutionary workers 

In the United States Trotsky said, in the 1930s, the oppressed Blacks would be vanguard of the coming socialist American revolution. If not, the capitalist class would maintain its rule.

BLM’s vanguard role
It brings me back to the current Black lives upsurge and its central role in the anticapitalistic struggle and the fight for socialism.

African Americans ae the vanguard of mass struggle and anticapitalistic revolution because of 400 years of being unequal and less than full human beings.

Black people know that gains won can easily be taken away in a system of capitalism based on racism.

It is not prejudice which is true for all peoples. But prejudice does not have power over others. Racial injustice is based on political and economic power.

Only nationally oppressed groups can suffer from racism under capitalism. Blacks in the US or people of color in Europe don’t have the power to deny whites political can economically rights.

Racism has been and remains a tool of the capitalist class to get whites to see themselves in the eyes of the owners of wealth or even though working people have more in common with Black, Brown a native people struggles.

The role of socialists in the movement is join it 100 percent as we are doing, To help lead the fight against racism and the far right.

It is to educate on o views and need for a new economic system—public ownerships of the means of production and land.

Political consciousness is changing for protesters. Many are open to our ideas and seek a new vision of the world.

It is why raising the democratic slogans (transitional demands) and pushing for an anticapitalistic revolution led by the oppressed peoples is possible.

It is what we do. It is how new revolutionary organizations and parties can be formed and lead the way forward.
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