IV)  EXTRACT from Daniel Tanuro's foreword to his book: "Too late to be pessimistic". 


Concretely, it is clear from the fight against SARS-CoV2 that the health sector must be refinanced and taken off the market, that the care professions must be revalued, that the pharmaceutical industry must be expropriated and socialised so that research and production can be organised according to social needs. Concretely, since there will be other epidemics in the Anthropocene era, it is logical to put an end to what favours them: agribusiness, the meat industry, monocultures doped with pesticides, deforestation, the massacre of biodiversity. In concrete terms, we must travel less, transport less, a plan must be launched to deconstruct the megacities and measures must be taken to ensure that wild animals are no longer objects of trade. Concretely, since melting permafrost risks releasing old pathogens whose dangers we do not know about and since warming is favouring the spread of malaria and dengue fever, every effort must be made to effectively keep warming below 1.5°C, which means that the energy and financial sectors must be socialised. Finally, in concrete terms, the fact that any virus in the Anthropocene era threatens to turn into a pandemic - because there are more than seven billion of us on Earth - reinforces the need to guarantee access to quality fresh water for all human beings, to abolish the debts of the countries of the South (46 countries spend more money on paying interest on debt than on their health systems!), to put an end to the filthy confinement of populations in camps and to guarantee freedom of movement and settlement on Earth.





Caring" as a paradigm -The irruption of the "Caring" through this extraordinary crisis could help to counter the extreme right and considerably favour the convergence of struggles, thus improving the balance of power in favour of the exploited and the oppressed. Concern for care is immediately social and ecological at the same time. As soon as the crisis of civilisation is approached through "Care", the struggles for social needs and for the defence of nature no longer seem contradictory in the short term, they reinforce each other (we need to move away from factory farming and agribusiness for health, for example). The social nature of environmental issues is no longer in the distant future (as is the case, for example, with the rise in sea levels), it is becoming immediate. In other words, the social character of the ecological struggle becomes stronger, and the social struggle immediately becomes ecological.





This eruption of "Caring" does not come out of nowhere. In terms of ideas, it has been prepared by the long-term work of the (eco)feminist movement. Long before the pandemic, the feminist theme of care had already spread to the peasant union Via Campesina, which extended it to care for the Earth and crossed it with indigenous visions of the world. It had also penetrated certain militant circles of the women's labour movement. The coronavirus crisis has accelerated the movement, not only in the health sector, but in all those occupations (mainly carried out by women and increasingly by racialised women) where care work is devalued, underpaid and even invisible, whereas the crisis has shown that it is simply essential. There is a "window of opportunity" to go further, as the ordeal of the pandemic has weakened the bourgeois ideology of work in all spheres of activity. Thus, in the sphere of production, where the grip of the productivist illusion and macho prejudices is strong, the workers forced to put themselves in danger by working in non-essential production have had to realise that they are only flesh for the boss, appendages of the machines. As for the confined employees, even if the control of telework is meticulous, the fact of having left the temporality of the office and plunged into that of daily life, with its concrete tasks of care, has not failed to raise questions about the meaning of work. This is why raising the question of care as the purpose of work and the time devoted to it is a major issue in the aftermath of the pandemic. "In the final analysis, any economy is ultimately an economy of time," wrote Marx. It is not unreasonable to hope that the small seed of "Caring" and the time needed for care will germinate in different social sectors, opening up new possibilities for the articulation of struggles and solidarity.


