A compilation of work conducted by members of Al-Qaws for Sexuality and Gender Diversity in Palestinian Society

The Image of the Homosexual in the Palestinian Conscious: A Historical Overview
 (excerpts from the original report by Ghaith Hilal and Haneen Maikey)
The racial discourse of the Zionist occupation of Palestine includes both a sexual and gendered discourse, through which the occupation practices its dominance. The occupation works on producing and reproducing specific ways of knowledge and “facts” that have to do with sexual identities (such as homophobia, imported identities, or violence against diverse gender and sexual identities, among others) and their relationship to social concepts. 
From our experiences, and through our work over the last period, we have connected the image of the homosexual in the Palestinian context is always linked to the “other”, who has come to be defined through the occupation and the western culture that it holds and represents. If this image has been built and entrenched through historical, social and political events, it has produced an image of the homosexual Palestinian in its worst form, connected to an informant who is complicit with the forces of occupation against their own people. In the best of cases, it describes the person who is influenced by western/israeli/occupation culture, and unconsciously implements these internal agendas within our society. 
After the end of the First intifada, and with the rise of the national Palestinian Authority, the way was opened to start advancing the understanding of individual freedoms, from one end, and the increase of the roles of funders and european ‘allies’, who have held the authority accountable according to democratic western standards, some of which have been gay rights. This coincided with western media’s adoption of the Palestinian Authority’s repression of homosexuals as a central issue
, and its comparison with lesbian and gay rights in Israel after the repealing of the sodomy law in 1988. In this way, the image of the occupied Palestinian gay or lesbian became tied with that of the occupying Israeli. This time, this became through the lens of global gay rights which quickly became a standard for modernity and the openness of societies in different countries. 
Interestingly, these developments were advanced by Western and Israeli media, international institutions and funders, in the absence of any LGBT or queer activism in Palestine. There was never any mention that laws that criminalize homosexuality were repealed in the Jordanian law in 1957, when personal status codes were reformed, the law that the Palestinian Authority inherited when it was established, or that there is no law that criminalized homosexuality in the territories that the Palestinian Authority ‘governs’.

The beginning of Palestinian work on sexuality and, specifically, homosexuality, started the process of gay, lesbian and queer Palestinian activism (in the beginning of the 2000s) through cooperation with Israeli LGBT organizations, which further tied the image of Palestinian homosexuals to the occupation. At that time, LGBT activism was not engaged with the larger political context, but focused on exploring sexuality and homosexuality, providing frontline assistance to those facing difficulties, and working, later, on a common Arab language to express these new experiences. 
After the Second Intifada took root, and with the war on Lebanon in 2006, and the war on Gaza later, the connection of Palestinian LGBT and Queer activism with Palestinian identity and consciousness became clearer, which called for the necessary gradual separation of Al-Qaws from Israeli society and its institutions, and building approaches to negotiate these institutions, which rapidly turned into a clear policy of non-normalizing the Israeli occupation. One the other end, and on individual and social levels, LGBT organizations began rethinking its experiences from the political anti-occupation perspective and social perspectives, and connecting them together. It is important to note that the early connections of the struggles between organizations in the occupied Palestinian territories and their counterparts in Israel, and the division between them, was not a process limited to the LGBT movement, but a wider political process that different Palestinian movements underwent, in opposition to ignoring the power dynamics between the occupier and the occupied under the umbrella of feminism or human rights, etc. 
We find that the Palestinian LGBT organizations, from their establishment to their separation from the Israeli movements, was a critical part of this process. The importance of this was in presenting an alternative image, that is rooted in the local context and resists that which connects homosexuality to informants, the West and Israel.
 
As the split between ‘Fateh’ and ‘Hamas’, which started in the summer of 2007, deepened, and crossed to a split between the West Bank and Gaza, so did the shaping of a Palestinian/Western discourse where the West Bank was controlled by a ‘secular authority protective of human rights and freedoms’ whereas Gaza came under ‘barbaric’, ‘regressive’ and ‘Islamic’ control that suppresses human rights and freedoms (and in local discourse as Ramallah being ‘morally corrupt’ as opposed to the ‘resistance’ of Gaza). In other words, the Palestinian split, which started as a political split, is also a social split, where Hamas and Gaza were imagined as barbaric and homophobic, and replacing ‘Hamas’ with the Palestinian Authority in the central narrative of the Israeli and Western media. 
We see that this discourse serves two purposes: Firstly, it is an affirmation that Palestinian people suffer from the sickness of homophobia and is repressive to sexual and individual freedoms, and secondly, to create a comparison with the institutional body that is supposed by the West and internationally, in the sense that if Gaza is created as a the space that is hostile to homosexuals, then this automatically makes the West Bank less violent, which services the goals of funders in the building the narrative of the ‘State’ and elevating the image of the Palestinian Authority, without any actual change on the level of sexual or bodily rights or individual rights and freedoms. 
When we analyze what constitutes the Palestinian gay image in the consciousness of Palestinian society, as informed by gay and lesbian Palestinians as well as diverse groups and organizations, as well as when we attempt to dismantle it through political and social work, we need to take into consideration the historical processes at play in constituting consciousness: deeply-rooted social culture that rejects homosexual and excludes them from public space, fear and homophobia, and violence in its many different forms under the reality of the occupation and the occupation’s exploitation of the occupied’s social structure. 
Therefore, a historical reading, along with constant analysis of new and changing experiences, are the foundation of creating social change and replacing the old derogatory image of gays and lesbians in society with a holistic and positive one. This is what we work towards in Al-Qaws. 
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	� Despite that some individuals of the Palestinian Authority’s security services have arrested gays and lesbians, these incidents remain few and did not amount to the repressive campaign against LGBT that the Western and Israeli media reported. 


��
	� We are discussing here Al-Qaws, in particular, which has had popular support since the beginning in all of historic Palestine, despite attempts to reinforce Israeli attempts to market Israel as a gay haven to cover its war crimes by other organizations. 
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