Ecosocialist School 2017

Module 1. Concepts in Marxism
Saturday 18 November, 15.00 Introduction to the school
Sunday 19 November
1 The historical materialist method
- Place of marxism in history
- Historical Materialism
- Marxist critique of political economy
Alex Merlo


Monday 20 November
2 The working class
- What is the working class? The notion of class in Marx and marxism
- The changes in the class composition of the working class during the late 20th Century
- The working class today
Maral Jefroudi


Tuesday 21 November
3 Women's liberation
- A Marxist-feminist analysis of women’s oppression and exploitation
- Gender, sexuality, intersectionality: the question of oppression in a broader framework
- Women's Liberation struggles
Sandra Ezquerra


Wednesday 22 November
4 Relationship human society/nature, productivism
- Technology & productivism
- The notion of progress
- Ecosocialist answers
Marijke Colle


Thursday 23 November
5 LGBTIQ liberation struggles
- Marxist view of LGBTIQ oppression
– heteronormativity, gender identity, racism and imperialism
Anthony Rizk


Friday 24 November
6 Long waves and crises
- The marxist analysis of crisis, rate of profit
- The theory of long waves
- The neoliberal answer to the crisis since the 1980's
Daniel Albarracin

Saturday 25 November
Free day
Module 2. Deepening globalisation and its contradictions
Sunday 26 November
7 Imperialism, from the highest stage of capitalism to globalization
- The classic theory of imperialism
- Permanent revolution versus stageism and campism
- Imperialisms today
Peter Drucker


Monday 27 November
8 China's global role: challenging the US
- The rise of China as a global power
- The changing character of China
- China on the world stage
Pierre Rousset


Tuesday 28 November
9 Neo-Colonialism, imperialism and struggles in Africa
- Impact of colonial and imperialism
- Modern day imperialism in Africa
- Social struggles today
Bernard Schmid


Wednesday 29 November
10 A balance sheet of the progressive cycle in Latin-America
- Experiences with different kinds of 'progressive governments' (Ecuador, Brazil, Argentina, Venezuela, Bolivia)
- The so-called 'pink tide' and the start of a new cycle?
- Popular power and the state
Sebastien Brulez


Thursday 30 November
11 The Middle East today
- Socio-economic roots of the Arab uprising and dynamics of the process
- Reactionary counter-offensives and the role of the Left
- Syria and imperialist interventions


Friday 1 December
12 EU imperialism
- History of the EU as a project for the formation of an European bourgeoisie
- The contradictions in the EU leading to the current political and economic crisis
- Greece and Brexit
Éric Toussaint


Saturday 2 December
Free day


Module 3. Strategic questions in changing the world
Sunday 3 December
13 Climate change and social transformation
- Linking climate change and social struggles
- Sustainability and democracy
- Transitional demands
Manuel Garí Ramos


Monday 4 December
14 The feminist challenge in changing society, feminizing our perspectives and our movements
- The role of the women's movement
- Centrality of women's oppression in liberation struggles
- Feminist policies in revolutionary parties
Penny Duggan


Tuesday 5 December
15 The anti-racist struggle 
- Historical roots of racism in colonialism and imperialism
- Institutional racism and racist ideologies today
- Migration and migrant solidarity
Foti Benlisoy


Wednesday 6 December
16 Fundamentalism/ Religion and Politics
- Marxist view of religion
- Global rise of religious identities as a world-wide phenomenon
- Far right, religious fundamentalism
Alex de Jong


Thursday 7 December
17 Road to power: a transitional approach
- The centrality of self-emancipation
- The role of the capitalist state and bourgeois democracy
- A transitional approach today
Catherine Samary


Friday 8 December
18 The strategic importance of internationalism and the role of an international
- Historical aspects of the Four internationals
- World capitalism and internationalism
- The FI today

Saturday 9 December Evaluation, cleaning
9.30-10.10: Lecture part 1

10.10-10.20: Break

10.20-11.00: Lecture Part 2

11.00-11.10: Break

11.10-11:50: Lecture Part 3

11.50-12.00: Break

12.00-12.30: Questions and answers

12.30-15.00: Lunch and time for individual reading

15.00-16.30: Discussion in language groups

16.30-16.40 Break

16.40-17.10: Final discussion starting with reports from the groups. Part 1

17.10-17.20: Break

17.20-17.50: Final discussion. Part 2

17.50-18.00: Break

18.00-18.30: Country report

18.30-19.30: Reading time

19.30: Evening meal

Welcome to the IIRE
· IIRE stands for International Institute for Research and Education. It is based in Amsterdam and was founded by Ernest Mandel in 1982. It has been situated in the current premises since 2007.

· The building has four floors. The kitchen and dining hall are situated on the ground floor. There is a toilet under the staircase.

· The four floors are connected by stairs. There is also a lift, suitable for persons in a wheel chair, which can take you into the first or second floor. By lift, the third floor can only be reached via the Youth Hostel, StayOkay.

· Ambon, the main conference room, is on the first floor. There are also two smaller rooms, Flores and Seram. On the landing of the first floor there are toilets, also one for disabled people.

· The offices of the IIRE are situated on the second floor. On that floor you can also find the library. The library is accessible when the office is  open. The office is reserved for IIRE personnel. There is a toilet and a shower for people staying in fellow rooms.

· You get into the third floor with your electronic Vingcard. The bedrooms on the third floor are part of the IIRE; they are furbished according to the norms of the StayOkay Hostel which occupies the rest of the complex. Each room (with two or with four beds) has its own toilet and shower.

· If you stay in a StayOkay room you will get a Vingcard which gives access to the front door of the Institute and, through the internal doors to StayOkay and the third floor of the IIRE. On the last day, you must leave your room at 10.30 am at the latest, take the sheet off your pillow case, duvet cover and bed and leave them on the floor in your room. 
· Breakfast will be served in Lombok, the dining room of the IIRE, on the ground floor at 8 am until 09.00. The breakfast team needs time to clean. 

· You can buy beer, wine or softdrinks with lunch and dinner. Either, pay immediately or note down what you use on the paper, to pay at the end to a member of staff.

· The IIRE is situated in a lively and cosmopolitan neighbourhood of Amsterdam with many shops and bars. In Sumatrastraat there are ATMs. There is a post office at the corner of Molukkenstraat and Insulindeweg and also in a cigarette shop in Java straat

· Busses, trams and a local train can bring you to the city centre. You can buy single tickets ( valid only for one hour!) in the bus or tram. You can also buy an electronic transport card called OV-chip kaart for 7.50 € which you have then to charge. This is only worth doing if you are staying or planning to stay for some time in Amsterdam. Train tickets can be bought only with coins, not notes.

· There have been several thefts in the Institute. Therefore, be careful to always close the front door. Don’t leave any valuables (laptops etc.) without surveillance or during the night in the conference rooms or fellows rooms.

· Smoking is forbidden in the whole of the building. You can smoke at the terrace or in the street. Don’t throw your stubs on the pavement, there is an ashtray.

· Normally, the meeting uses three languages with simultaneous translation. For this, it is necessary always to speak to the microphone at the front of the room. Speak clearly and slowly, using short sentences and pausing after each sentence. Avoid using  idiomatic expressions and national references or acronyms without explaining them.

· Wifi. There is wireless internet throughout the building. The networks is “iire”  -  the password for all 
of them is "indonesia". 
1. Breakfast and coffee/tea
- Put the dish washer on before you start working. It will then be ready for work after breakfast

- prepare breakfast (8/8.45 am) in the dining hall, preparations should start at about 7:30 am 

- tea, coffee, milk, bread, cheese, jam, yoghurt, musli

- washing up, clean the tables

- prepare tea and coffee for the morning break 

- prepare tea and coffee for afternoon break
- bring all cups back to the kitchen
2. The cooking teams
One team prepares lunch after the plenary discussion which should finish at 12:30 am. The meal should be ready at 13.30.

Washing up, cleaning the tables

The second cooking team prepares the evening meal, this is the main warm meal. It should be ready between 19.30 – 20.00.

Clean the tables and do the washing up. And finally, empty and shut off the dish washer (and clean the filters!).

3. The cleaning team
- keep the big meeting room clean

- keep the whole first floor clean

- empty all bins each evening and put in new plastic bags

- put all bags in the container in the courtyard

- clean the toilets every evening and put in necessary toilet paper

- clean the floor of the kitchen and the dining hall each evening

- vacuum clean the carpet at the entrance

4. The building
- our main partner in this complex is the Youth hostel StayOkay

- the neighbourhood: please keep quiet outside after 10pm!

- your key/card opens the front door, your room and the door between the rooms and the Institute at the third floor

- security: please close all doors and don’t leave valuable items such as computers in the meeting room or first floor, take them in your room

- WIFI: “IIRE” Password is Indonesia
5. Recycling
- all plastic bottles and most glass bottles are recycled in The Netherlands, don’t throw them in the bin but bring them to the kitchen (Cleaning team)

6. Smoking
-  totally forbidden inside the building

- smokers: put your stubs in the specially installed ashtrays on the terrace

7. Translation equipment
- respect this costly equipment!

- all headphones should remain inside the meeting room

- you should always use the microphone (for the interpreters)

8. The library 
- books can be consulted, but don’t take them too far away and bring them back 

- laptops will be available for you to use

Role of the chair person
Morning session
- check that the kitchen breakfast team has finished the work

- check the translators are ready

- wait until the person responsible for it has started the recording

- start the meeting at 9:30 am
- lecture: three times 40 minutes (indicate the time left with the green sheets : 30 min, 

  20 minutes etc. 30 seconds – stop)

- between each part 10 minutes break. Call the participants back at the end of the break

- after the third break, there is a short session of questions and answers (each 

  intervention 2 or 3 minutes, no debate) until 12:30 am
Afternoon plenary session
- report from each language group for maximum 7 minutes

- general debate: first intervention is 5 minutes for each participant who wants to

  intervene on any point concerning the topic

- a second intervention by the same person comes after all others have spoken and is 

  only 3 minutes

- discuss with the lecturer the time he/she needs for intermediary responses (max 7

  minutes) and for a conclusion (15 min)

- even if there is a delay, the session must end at six thirty pm

Cleaning

Doormat 
Vacuum cleaning
Entrance, dining hall (Lombok), toilet ground floor and stairs 
Vacuum cleaning of floors and steps, take off dust on all surfaces with a wet cloth, mop the floors and the stairs with water and soap (general purpose cleaning liquid), clean the toilet (brush and toilet fluid), mop the toilet floor with multipurpose cleaner; empty all bins, replace bags in each bin according to size. Replace toilet rolls and big paper roll for hand drying when necessary. 

Pour one litre of water in the two floor drains of the dining hall and the kitchen floor.
First floor 
Vacuum clean the floors, clean the tables, window sills and furniture with a wet cloth.

Vacuum clean the chairs in Seram and in Flores at the end of the School.

Clean the sink and order the cupboard (cups, glasses,…)

Mop the floors with water and soap (special bucket on wheels, blue cloth for cleaning the stairs if necessary).

Clean the toilets ( toilet brush and fluid)  and toilet floors (multipurpose cleaner). 

Replace toilet rolls and big paper roll for hand drying when necessary. Each toilet should have 3 toilet rolls.

Empty all bins (on the landing, in the conference rooms, in the toilets), replace bags in each bin according to size. 
Second floor
Vacuum clean the floors and clean tables.

Clean the toilets and clean the shower with anti-calcium spray.

Empty all bins and replace bin liners

Throw full garbage bins in the big green container in the court yard

Cleaning materials are stored on the first floor in the little storage room
· general purpose cleaning liquid for red floor and for tiles (bathroom)

· cleaning fluid for toilets (WC duck)

· gloves

· bucket and mop

· bin liners (plastic bags) in several sizes

· brooms and dust bins
Cooking
Even if you know how to cook, preparing meals for approximately 30 people needs planning.

There are a couple of variables that we have to take into account: the budget, nutritional value, being friendly to the environment and to the animals as much as possible, the dietary requirements and of course time! So we are trying to prepare a nice meal but not a culinary experience.  

You will have approximately one hour for preparing the lunch and at most two hours for the dinner. Given the prepared menus this should be enough. But again, you are cooking for 30 people, so you need to be quick and coordinated. 

The menus and the ingredients necessary for that meal will be ready on the kitchen countertop. The cupboards are labelled in English and Dutch. Please do not take or place anything in the small fridge labelled “private.” And ask Maral, Alex or Bacco when you do not know how to use an equipment or have other questions about cooking. 

Tips for preparing the meals:

We have a good oven that cooks things pretty quickly. For stews, mousakka, or any recepies that require cooking of vegetables (like frying, sautéing, or grilling) you can cut the vegetables into half walnut size, drizzle with oil, salt and pepper and place in the oven for 10-15 min at 200 degrees. (you should always check every 5-10 minutes, timing depends on the vegetable and the size). Then you can mix it with the sauce you have prepared. 

For the sandwiches: you make a sandwich with a whole baguette and then cut it into pieces. 

For the soups, you first sauté the vegetables (mostly onion, garlic, etc) and then add the liquid to simmer. If you will make a smooth soup (like spinach and tomato) ou use the hand blender so the sizes of the vegetables do not matter. Please taste for herbs, salt, and pepper. You are cooking for a group, for hygienic reasons, use a separate spoon after each tasting and do not put it back into the dish.

Try to make dishes tasty without using a lot of ingredients. 

On general 2.5/ 3 kilos of meat, 2.5/3 kilos of pasta (5-6 packages), 2.5 liters of rice (you can use the plastic pitchers to measure the volume) is enough for approximately 30 people.

For rice you use the rice cooker. Add 1.5 the amount of water for the amount of rice, some salt and turn on the cooker. It takes like half an hour. 

If there’s pasta on the menu, first boil the water. It takes time. Boiling potatoes for 30 people takes time too.

We have salads with each meal. Two lettuces would be enough for each time. Wash them very well.  You can fill the sink with water, wash it a couple of times and then dry the salad in the orange spinner.  Garnish with tomatoes, cucumbers, onions, etc as stated in the menu or use what you see appropriate. Dress with olive oil and balsamic vinegar, or do some other dressing. Do not add salt to the salad. It makes it squishy when it stands for a while.

Tables:

Place water, bread, plates, glasses, cutlery and napkins. 

Place soup cups in the counter.

Serve from the counter. 

No need to say that you should not forget washing your hands before working and cleaning the kitchen after the lunch and dinner service. 

Teams module 1

	1
	2
	3
	4

	Joseph 
	Abraham 
	Guadalupe 
	 Niels

	Jesper 
	Leticio 
	Goldy 
	Antonio 

	Alison 
	Sabine 
	Sebastián 
	Robert 

	Bushra 
	Daniela 
	Mohamed 
	Oly 

	
	 
	Robin 
	Ofelia 


Schedule / Programa 
	
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	24
	25

	Breakfast Desayuno
	1
	4
	3
	2
	1
	4
	Free day / día libre

	Cleaning / Coffee & Tea

Limpieza / Café y té
	2
	1
	4
	3
	2
	1
	

	Lunch / Dinner

Almuerzo / Cena
	3
	2
	1
	4
	3
	2
	


Teams module 2

	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Julio
	Abraham 
	Guadalupe
	Antonio 
	Sabine 

	Dimitri
	Ameer
	Goldy 
	Ofelia 
	Robin 

	Alison 
	Niels 
	Sebastián 
	Robert 
	Júlia

	Bushra 
	Daniela 
	Mohamed 
	Oly 
	Paul

	Joseph
	
	
	
	


Schedule / Programa
	
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
	1
	2

	Breakfast Desayuno
	3
	1
	4
	2
	5
	3
	Free day / día libre

	Cleaning / Coffee & Tea

Limpieza / Café y té
	4
	2
	5
	3
	1
	4
	

	Lunch / Dinner

Almuerzo / Cena
	5
	3
	1
	4
	2
	5
	


Teams module 3

	1
	2
	3
	4

	Julio
	Abraham 
	Guadalupe
	Islam

	Dimitri
	Ameer
	Goldy 
	Ofelia 

	Alison 
	Niels 
	Sebastián 
	Robert 

	Bushra 
	Daniela 
	Mohamed 
	Oly 

	
	
	Robin 
	Antonio 


Schedule / Programa
	
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9

	Breakfast Desayuno
	1
	4
	3
	2
	1
	4
	

	Cleaning / Coffee & Tea

Limpieza / Café y té
	2
	1
	4
	3
	2
	2
	

	Lunch / Dinner

Almuerzo / Cena
	3
	2
	1
	4
	3
	3
	


